

	
	
 Compton Abbas Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
COMPTON ABBAS PARISH COUNCIL on the 22nd July 2026
 6.30PM at Compton Abbas Church Hall
The Minutes are not verbatim

Present: Cllr R Lower – Chairman, Cllr Z Ellison-Wright - Vice Chairman, Cllr B Brown, Cllr P Cayford, Cllr J Crocker, Cllr B Lower

In attendance:	Mr David Green (Parish Clerk), Dorset Councillor Jane Somper.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
						
26/14.  To receive apologies for absence.

There were none.
 
26/15.  Declaration of interest and dispensations

There were none.

26/16.   Approve the minutes 27th May 2026 and matters arising.

The minutes of the meeting held on 27th May 2026 were approved & duly signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising from these minutes: 

Appointment of Officers to PC roles

It was agreed to make the following appointments: 


	Footpaths 
	Cllr R Lower

	Planning     
	Cllr R Lower

	Speedwatch 
	Cllr Z Ellison-Wright

	Fanners Field 
	Cllr J Crocker

	Trees 
	Cllr J Crocker

	Dark Skies
	Cllr J Crocker

	Compton Abbas Hall
	Cllr Z Ellison-Wright

	Airfield
	Cllr Cayford

	Highways
	Cllr Brown

	DAPTC
	Clerk



Fanners Field – Tree memorials update

The family of Dorothy Titt has asked for an update of proposed actions. Cllr Lower has confirmed that the PC had agreed to grant £ 50 towards the cost of a tree in memory of Dorothy; in view of the very dry summer the planting of this will take place in the autumn. Consideration is being given to planting a cherry or a viburnum, which will not grow too large. A pear tree will also be planted in memory of Bill Honour. 

Register of Interests

Councillors were reminded to update their Registers of Interest on the new Dorset Council system, if they have not already done so. It is to be noted that Councillors home addresses will no longer be published. 

26/17. Public Session

There were no public questions. 

26/18 Unitary Councillor report.

Cllr Somper had delivered a written report which was taken as read. and made some additional points: 

· Ward Boundaries – these are under review but Compton Abbas will remain in Beason Ward when changes are made in 2029. There may be one additional Councillor in the north of the county.  

· A350/Dinah’s Hollow – a planned stakeholder meeting was cancelled at short notice. Issues concerning the Dinah’s Hollow diversionary measures and Temporary Traffic Orders are on-going. 
· There is general objection in Iwerne Minster to the traffic light system 
· The wider picture is of continuing reckless driving & speeding, caused it seems by driver frustration
· The Police & Dorset Council are gathering data and there may be further news by the end of July.
· The cost of changing speed limit signs along the route has been circa £10,000
· The project itself is on track and involves 7-day working to the end of September 2026

· Dorset Local Plan - The abrupt cancellation of the Local Plan finalisation has been announced. This appears to be paving the way for a move to a national planning system. Dorset still cannot meet its s 5-year housing supply and there must therefore be a greater risk of speculative development applications over the next 2/3 years 

26/19 Officer reports. 

Fanners Field – Cllr Crocker

There will be a tidy up and grass cutting will take place before the Picnic in the Paddock is held. There were no issues arising from the play area inspection report. The slide may have lost some tiles from its roof but these can be replaced. The offer of hedge laying will be taken up in the autumn. 

Planning and tree applications – Cllr R Lower

P/FUL/2026/02097 Compton Abbas Airfield: Change of use of existing airfield accommodation to allow short term lets within existing accommodation. 

It is noted that this application has been GRANTED with conditions which restrict the accommodation to short term lets only and will no longer be permitted for permanent residential use. A separate application to amend or revoke the existing Section 106 Agreement has been submitted but had not been received by the date of the meeting. 

The refusal to allow the use of the accommodation for permanent residential purposes was welcomed. Concerns were raised regarding the impact of the facility on local dark skies. It was recognised that not all concerns are given equal weight by planning officers, decision-making being a balance of priorities when commercial ventures are being considered. 

P/TRT/2026/03911 Location:18 Sandpit Lane Proposal: T1 Beech – Fell. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this necessary work concerning a diseased and dangerous tree. 

Footpaths – Cllr R Lower

There were no reported issues. It was noted there is a Public Spaces Protection Order in place for Fontmell and Melbury Downs which prohibits of the use of disposable BBQ’s, the lighting of fires, fireworks and Chinese lanterns, although this action was not well publicised. 

New Noticeboard – will be installed shortly by Cllrs Crocker & Lower 

Speedwatch – Cllr Z Ellison-Wright

· Speedwatch activity has been suspended during the Dinah’s Hollow diversionary period. 

· There have been mixed messages concerning the enforceability of the 20-mph limit from the Police 

· The Police speed monitoring van will not attend Compton Abbas following vandalism suffered whilst on location in the village.

· The results of the speed survey conducted by the Road Safety Team in December 2025 are queried. This survey reported that only 2.9% of drivers over the speed limit, whereas the Speedwatch Team have recorded 16%. It was agreed to ask the Road Safety Team if they could make a site visit to discuss these findings. 

CATCH funding – Cllr Z Ellison Wright 

The campaign to acquire the Hall has raised £32k of the £ 60k needed and has until 31st December to raise the remaining funds. To secure grants CATCH will need to have Safeguarding & Diversity policies in place, as well as event insurance. 

Dark Skies – Cllr Crocker

Nothing to report. 

Highways – Cllr Brown 

There are problems with the road surface through Compton Abbas & in the church layby/parking area. These will be reported to the Community Highways Officer. 

26/20.  Finance - Retrospective payment schedule:

	DATE
	SUPPLIER
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	16/06/2026
	Lloyds
	Service charge
	 £             4.25 

	17/06/2026
	Rapid Accounts
	Internal Audit
	 £         228.00 

	22/06/2026
	Alfie Burt
	Grass Cutting
	 £         140.00 

	29/06/2026
	Zoe Ellison Wright
	Reimburse exps – Picnic in the Paddock
	 £          70.08 

	29/06/2026
	David Green 
	Office Allowance
	 £          26.00 

	29/06/2026
	David Green 
	Pay
	 £         307.20 

	01/07/2026
	Alfie Burt
	Grass Cutting
	 £         140.00 

	06/07/2026
	VISION ICT 
	Website fee
	 £         257.45 

	[bookmark: _Hlk235275046]07/07/2026
	Window Brights
	Tel Box Cleaning - June
	 £           12.00 

	17/07/2026
	Window Brights
	Tel Box Cleaning – July
	 £           12.00 



· These payments were AGREED. 

· Bank reconciliation & financial report – received and AGREED 

· New payments approval – it was agreed to reimburse the Clerk for the cost of MS office changes - £70 

· Grant application – the PC RESOLVED to fund the grant application made by CATCH on 30th April 2026. up to a total of £800. 
       
26/21.  Clerks’ Report

Bank account - Necessary banking mandate changes have been made. It was RESOLVED to move to a dual authorisation procedure as soon as possible. 

Bin Collection issue – residents should contact the Council and or Cllr Somper if there are collection issues. The problem experienced a couple of weeks ago now seems to have been resolved. 

Correspondence

The following correspondence was noted as received. There were no further actions necessary. 

	DATE
	FROM 
	SUBJECT 

	
	
	

	09/06/2026
	DAPTC
	e-News 9 June 2026

	11/06/2026
	Cranborne Chase National Landscape
	News from Cranborne Chase National Landscape - June 2026

	12/06/2026
	DAPTC
	FW: Important - Action Briefing / Register of Interests (RoI) Process Change

	16/06/2026
	DAPTC 
	e-News 16 June 2026

	23/06/2026
	DAPTC 
	e-News 23 June 2026

	26/06/2026
	Dorset CPRE 
	Dorset CPRE June/July 2026 Newsletter

	30/06/2026
	DAPTC
	e-News 30 June 2026

	01/07/2026
	Cranborne Chase National Landscape
	Funding available to create community orchards

	03/07/2026
	Dinah’s Hollow Project
	Notes from the Dinah’s Hollow A350 TM meeting 03.06.2026

	03/07/2026
	Dorset Highways
	URGENT CLOSURE OF BUDDENS LANE, COMPTON ABBAS

	07/07/2026
	DAPTC 
	FW: e-News 7 July 2026

	07/07/2026
	Climate & Ecology
	FW: Next Climate and Nature Action Support Meeting: Tues 14th July 12.30pm a

	14/07/2026
	Dorset Highways
	TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ORDER, C13 DINAHS HOLLOW, MELBURY ABBAS

	14/07/2026
	DAPTC
	e-News 14 July 2026

	16/07/2026
	Dorset CPRE 
	FW: Dorset Local Plan – What you need to know about housing numbers

	17/07/2026
	DAPTC
	NEW ROI System Update




26/22.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting:

· Budget & Precept proposal 
· PC website review

       The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st October 2026 at 6.30 at the Church Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.53

Signed………………………………………………………………………………………
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