Compton Abbas Parish Council is concerned about the inclusion of the parish as “areas of opportunity” for small and medium scale solar and small wind turbines. 
The reasons are as follows:
The rural hamlet of Twyford is situated just outside the western boundary of the CCNL. Solar installations, possibly up to 20 hectares, would be highly visible from the nationally protected Fontmell and Melbury Downs to the west and from Hambledon Hill to the southwest. This is also the case for wind turbines, which even at 60m in height, is considerably taller than the trees in the area.
The entire parish lies within the Aerodrome Traffic Zone for Compton Abbas Airfield. Any application for wind turbines in Twyford would require detailed scrutiny to ensure flight safety is not compromised. 
Compton Abbas parish has been awarded “Dark Skies Friendly Status” by the CCNL. Turbines sited in Twyford may require the permanent use of aircraft warning lights because of their proximity to the Airfield. This would negatively impact our status and that of the CCNL International Dark Skies Reserve.
Wind turbine infrastructure is transported by large HGVs and trailers. Access via the narrow lanes in Twyford would be difficult for such vehicles.
Dorset Council’s Draft Nature Recovery Strategy identifies Twyford as “a location where effort should be targeted to achieve the most for nature recovery and the wider environment” (a statutory requirement to include in the local nature recovery strategy). This includes environmental benefits for water availability, water quality regulation, carbon storage and flood risk management. 
In this consultation, much of the same area has been identified as being suitable for hosting up to 20 hectares of solar PV per installation. This is surely contradictory.
The top of Compton Down has been identified as an opportunity area for small scale solar. This location is in the immediate SSSI impact risk zone for Fontmell and Melbury Downs SSSI & SAC and contains a scheduled ancient monument. Any application here would require consultation with Natural England. This site is also extremely visible from Clubman’s Down, Fontmell Down, Melbury Hill and Win Green. There is no obvious power distribution network in the vicinity and the construction of new power lines would be inadvisable given its location is close to the end of Compton Abbas Airfield’s runway.
Finally, in determining areas suitable to host renewable infrastructure, no assessment of landscape sensitivity appears to have been carried out as part of the process. Although neither the Dorset NL nor CCNL explicitly restrict this type of development, they are protected because they are sensitive to any development which would change their character. This also applies to areas immediately outside NLs where protected views exist, including those from Fontmell and Melbury Downs.
