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 Compton Abbas Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
COMPTON ABBAS PARISH MEETING on the 28th of May 2026
 6.30PM at Compton Abbas Church Hall
Minutes are not verbatim
At this point the Chairman reported the very sad news, Cllr J Crocker’s wife passed away.  The Parish Councillors and Clerk send their condolences to Cllr Crocker and family.

Present: Cllr R Lower, Cllr Z Ellison-Wright, Cllr B Lower and Cllr B Brown

In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk) - There was one member of the public present

						Annual Parish Meeting
The Chairman welcomed David Green, new Clerk/RFO for the Parish Council

1. Apologies for absence – Cllr J Crocker and Dorset Councill Jane Somper

2. Retiring Chairman to convene the meeting – Cllr R Lower convened the meeting

3.  Annual reports of the Councils officers and local organisations
Dorset Council Councillor report: Cllr Jane Somper tabled her report, which can be seen on the Parish Council’s website or request a copy with the Clerk.
Village Hall Update – Cllr Eillison-wright reported the following:
Compton Abbas and Twyford Social Enterprise now has a new name, Compton Abbas and Twyford Community Hub (CATCH), and last week it became a registered charity. The current bank account is being changed to reflect this. A CollecTin has been ordered, for contactless payments, and gift aid will be applicable. The Social Hub continues to be well attended, and the recent cheese and wine evening was a full house. There is a village walking supper in June and a concert in July, to raise funds. 
CATCH have so far received approximately £30,000 in pledges from residents towards purchase of the Village Hall for the community.  
Speedwatch Update – the Speedwatch group were surprised at the speed survey results and disappointed that   our village did not meet the criteria for a Speed Indicator Device. The team was advised at the start of the year that the council needed to do a signage check before the speed limit could be enforced, so Speedwatch sessions had to be paused. 
  
4.  Any matters arising – nothing to add

At this point the Clerk opened the AGM 

26/1.    Election of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Office 
Cllr Z Ellison-Wright proposed Cllr R Lower for Chairman 2026-2027 this was seconded by Cllr B Brown all members were in favour.  The acceptance of office was signed.
RESOLVED: for Cllr R Lower for Chairman for Compton Abbas Parish Council for 2026-27 (26/1, no budgetary provision required)

26/2.    To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Dorset Councillor Jane Somper and Cllr J Crocker

26/3.    Election of Vice Chairman.
Cllr R Lower proposed Cllr Z Ellison-Wright for vice-chairman, this was seconded by Cllr B Lower, all members were in favour. The acceptance of office was signed.
RESOLVED: for Cllr Z Ellison-Wright for Vice-Chairman for Compton Abbas Parish Council 2026-27 (26/3, no budgetary provision required)

26/4.    Parish Council legal documents. 
To confirm that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 will be agreed.  It was confirmed that the Clerk holds the Cilca qualification and that the majority of the Parish Councillors are elected members.  
To confirm the Grant policy has been amended and two new polices, IT policy and Document Retention and Destruction policy was adopted at this meeting. This was agreed.
RESOLVED: That Compton Abbas Parish Council have met the conditions of eligibility for the General Power of Competence and to adopt the amended Financial Regulations. (25/4 – no budgetary requirements) 

26/5.  To approve the minutes of the AGM 21st of May 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk198792136]The minutes were proposed by Cllr R Lower and seconded by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright. The Clerk had not provided the minutes for signing; they will be signed at the meeting in July.
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved by the Chairman (26/5 – no budgetary allocations required)

26/6.  Approval the governance statement and annual accounts.
The Clerk tabled the following:
· The annual governance statement 2025/26
· The end of year accounting statements 2025/26
· The Asset Register 2025/26
· The Bank reconciliation 2025/26
· The Public Rights notice 2025-2026
· The explanation of significant variances 2025-2026
· The Risk Assessment 2025-2026

Confirmed:  There were no conflict of interest with BDO LLP, and the publication of public rights will be advertised
These were proposed by Cllr R Lower and seconded by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright, all members agreed to approve the end of year accounts and the governance statement for the external auditor. The Chairman duly signed the governance statement.  The Clerk confirmed that the internal audit has been completed with no actions required.
RESOLVED: to approve the governance statement and annual accounts for 2025-2026 (26/6 no budgetary requirements).
26/7.  To receive end of year account summary.
The end of year summary was tabled and will be published on the Parish Council’s website.

At this point the Chairman closed the AGM and opened the Monthly Meeting.
3 Minuets public consultation period

The member of the public expressed concerns over agenda item 9, Compton Abbas Airfield.  Standing orders will be removed to allow the member of the public to speak to this agenda.

26/7.   Declaration of interest and dispensations.
There were none.

26/8.   Approve the minutes 21st of January 2026 and matters arising.
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright and seconded by Cllr B Brown; they were duly signed by the Chairman.
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (26/8 – no budgetary allocations required)
At this point the standing orders were removed 
Update/discuss the Airfield planning application for residential change of use – the concerns raised highlighted that the application does not comply with the existing legal agreement in place for the Airfield.  The Clerk confirmed that Dorset Council had given permission for an extension on time for the Parish Council to respond.  They also expressed that due to the information supplied by the Chairman to Dorset Council Planning Team, they are considering asking the applicant to withdraw the application and re-submit with the correct details of the existing approved dwelling status.  The Parish Council object to the application on the grounds of incorrect information submitted on the new application.
To discuss a memorial in Fanner’s Field for Dorothy Titt who died last year – after debate Cllr R Lower proposed to allocate the sum of £50.00 to provide a Snowball Shrub to be planted in Dorothy’s name. This was seconded by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright, all in favour.
RESOLVED: to allocate £50.00 to purchase and plant a Snowball Shrub in memory of Dorothy Titt – (26/8 – Fanner Field)
Discuss the annual picnic in the Paddock – Cllr Z Ellison-Wright confirmed that the date for the Summer Party is the 8th of August 2026. The Parish Council have agreed to support this event by giving donations for the music, bouncy castle and licence.
To consider replacing the notice board for Church Layby.  The quotes had been circulated, and it was proposed by Cllr R Lower and seconded by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright, that the latest quote from Greenbarnes Ltd for the sum of £1951.998 inc Vat, would be excepted, all in favour. 
	RESOLVED: to purchase the new noticeboard and legs for the sum of £1951.98 (26/8a – village furniture)
Co-option – this was a matter arising from the previous meeting, which had been forgotten on the agenda, it was agreed by all to add it to this meeting.
Mr Philip Cayford came forward, wishing to be co-opted on to Compton Abbas Parish Council.  Cllr R Lower proposed and Cllr B Brown seconded this proposal.  
RESOLVED: Mr Philip Cayford to by co-opted on as Councillor for Compton Abbas Parish Council (26/8b – New Councillor)
The Parish Council welcomed Mr Philip Cayford to the Parish Council.

26/9.  Officers and Chairman’s report including planning.
Footpaths - Someone has kindly strimmed around the dog bin at the top of the Watery Lane Bridleway, the path that leads from the Main Road, and the path that leads to the Church and lay-by. A big thank you to the kind person. The remainder of Watery Lane is becoming a bit overgrown in places.
Clive Whitburn from the Nation Trust was contacted earlier in the month because there were some sheep on the permissive footpath. They’d strayed from the flock on the top of Fontmell Down and were later reunited.
Dinah’s Hollow - We have received regular update reports from Highways since the work commenced in January. The project has now reached its half-way point and we have been asked for a council member to attend a MS Teams meeting on 3rd June at 11am so Highways can hear the views of affected parishes about the temporary traffic management. The meeting will also review data, evidence and views.
Reports on behalf of Cllr John Crocker
Fanners Field - Cllr Crocker, with some help from Alex Fairchild, has completed the fencing repairs around the play area. Cllr Crocker also repaired one of the benches in the gazebo. The structure is being used as a bird roost so needs cleaning, especially before the picnic in the paddock. As this is a health hazard, the pc will consider installing repellents in the form of bird of prey models to hang inside the roof/side openings, or a spring wire system/plastic spike strips on the rafters so the birds can’t roost. This will be investigated.

The Parish Council will consider purchasing a heavy-duty dustpan and brush to aid with the cleaning the inside of the gazebo.

Alex Fairchild has expressed an interest in tendering for the grass cutting contract when it is up for renewal.  The grass cutting contract does not expire until Oct 2028.

Trees
It is understood the 4 native Black Poplars the pc purchased from Dorset Trees have now been planted. There are two on land at Glyn Arms and two on land at Gourds Farm

Planning
P/FUL/2026/02097 Compton Abbas Airfield (covered under matters arising); - The Parish Council object to this application. 
P/CSC/2026/02488 - Land At E 386310 N 118181Hawkcombe Lane Compton Abbas – The Parish Council will request more details, as it is not clear if the proposed site will be used for static accommodation or a site where caravans are welcome on the site.  The concern is the access to the site for those bringing their own caravans, where Highways should be consulted.

26/10. To receive a report from Dorset Councillor Jane Somper – Annual report has been circulated.

26/11.  Finance - To agree: Payment Schedule.
Payments agreed via email for February, March and Payment Schedule for April and May 2026. Cllr R Lower proposed to ratify the payments agreed via email and agree the payments on the schedule for April and May 2026, this was seconded by Cllr z Ellison-Wright, all in favour
RESOLVED: to ratify the payment for February, March 2026 and agree the tabled schedule for April and May 2026 as detailed below:
[image: ]	
The bank reconciliation was tabled and agreed


26/12.  Clerk Report. The retiring Clerk Nicola Phillips thanked all of the Councillors for their support and will miss this wonderful Parish; she wished them all the very best going forward with their new Clerk David Green.
The Councillors thanked the retiring Clerk for her support and guidance whilst serving for the Parish Council.
    
25/13.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting. Officers’ roles – Grant Application for CATCH – other to be confirmed

       The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd of July 2026 at 6.30 at the Church Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.44

Signed………………………………………………………………………………………

Website address http//: www.comptonabbas.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please
 use this address: clerk@comptonabbas.org.uk


			
            
27th of May 2026
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Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

Dorset Council Precept 7,775.00 £          

Lloyds  DD Service Charge 4.25 £              

HMR  Paye/Ni/TAX 141.60 £          

N Phillips Wages for April  230.40 £          

Lloyds  DD Service Charge 4.25                  

Clear Council insurance Insurance 532.46             

Window Bright Phone box cleaning Mar/apr 36.00 £            

Alfie Burt Grass cutting cont 1459 140.00 £          

N Phillips Micro Soft New Laptop 365  84.99 £            

Vision ICT Hosted email June26 may 27 144.00             

David Green  SO Clerk wages after tax/May 307.20             

DAPTC Annual Subscription  134.55             

N Phillips Clerk hand over May 26 384.00             

N Phillips Clerks exp Apri&May 57.60               

Total April and May 2,201.30 £      


