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 Compton Abbas Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
COMPTON ABBAS PARISH COUNCIL on the 21st of January 2026
 6.30PM at Compton Abbas Church Hall
The Minutes are not Verbatim

Present: Cllr R Lower – Chairman, Cllr J Crocker – Vice Chairman, Cllr Z Ellison-Wright and Cllr B Lower
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk) - There was 1 member of the public and Dorset Councillor Jane Somper.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
						
Public consultation period –nothing was raised.

25/34.  To receive apologies for absence.
There were none.
 
25/35.  Declaration of interest and dispensations.
There were none.

25/36.   Co-option for new Councillor
Mr Ben Brown expressed his interest in joining the Parish Council as a Councillor. Cllr J Crocker proposed for the Parish Council to co-opted Mr Ben Brown as Councillor for Compton Parish Council, this was seconded by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright, all members were in favour.
RESOLVED: Mr Ben Brown to be co-opted as Councillor for Compton Parish Council (25/36 no budgetary provision required)
The Chairman welcomed Mr Brown to the Parish Council.

25/37.  Approve the minutes 22nd of October 2025 and matters arising.
The minutes were proposed by Cllr B Lower and seconded by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright. They were duly signed by the Chairman.
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (25/37 – no budgetary allocations required)
Update on C13 closure and traffic management – due to residents and Councillors raising safety concerns over the new traffic management put in place, whilst the C13 is closed.  Concerns over the speed and aggressive driving have been forwarded to the Police.  It was noted that the Police have no powers to enforce the temporary speed limits that Dorset Council have put in place, until the legal process for change of speeds have been approved.  This is in hand and the police have arranged a site meeting with Dorset Council Traffic Team.  It was noted that the signage is also very confusing for road users and due to regulations, Dorset Council will not remove the temporary national speed limit signs due to Traffic Regulation orders in place.  Cllr J Somper expressed that she has received a lot of emails from local residents expressing their concerns, but some have been very abusive, which is not acceptable, Cllr J Somper is not employed by Dorset Council, she was elected by residents in the Beacon Ward.  If any member of the public have concerns or comments to raise with Dorset Council, please email Dinahs Hollow team at dinahs.hollow@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk.  Cllr J Somper stated that there had been mistakes made by Dorset Council, which should be being resolved or already resolved with the traffic management for the A350.  Cllr J Somper has a meeting with the relevant officers from Dorset Council in a few weeks and will update the Parsh Council of matters raised.
To agree to purchase a memorial tree for Fanners' Field in memory of Bill Honour – the cost to provide a memorial William Pear Tree is £36.00 plus extra cost for tree protections, stakes and plaque.  Cllr R Lower proposed that the Parish Council pay for this memorial, this was agreed by all Councillors.
RESOLVED: to allocate sufficient funds towards purchasing the tree and necessary materials to protect the tree and a plaque (25/36a – Donations)
Update on speed survey – The Clerk will email the road safety team, to see when the survey will take place.

25/37.  Planning and tree applications
P/FUL/2025/06587 – Gourds Farm – erect covered structure – No objections
25/38.  Officers and Chairman’s report including planning.
Cllr R Lower reported – 
Footpaths: The tree that had fallen across the bridleway at Watery Lane was kindly removed by the landowners.  A couple of trees have come down at the Compton end of the permissive footpath to Fontmell and one is causing an obstruction. It would be helpful to know what agreements are in place between landowners and the parish council so both can be dealt with. This path is referred to in the Parish Council minutes from 7th May 2021, “the landowner has just given permission” but there is no further detail.  The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council have no powers to work on private land.
Village furniture: received a request that the bus shelters can be swept out as they are both full of leaves. Cllr B Lower offered to sweep the shelters.								Action Cllr BL
The posts supporting the noticeboard at Twin Town appear to have rotted at their base, making the noticeboard unstable when used. They will need replacing.  Cllr B Lower and Cllr J Crocker will investigate replacing the posts.
The noticeboard in the Church layby is no longer weatherproof so will need to be replaced.  The Clerk will obtain quote for a new notice board.									    Action - Clerk
Airfield: Ben Perkins (from Aero Legends) has been appointed as the new Accountable Manager.  It was also reported that the Airfield has extended their opening hours to 7 days a week.  Cllr J Somper was asked to look into the approved licence for the Airfield, as the Parish Council had not received any application for change in licence hours.											     Action – Cllr Somper
Cllr J Crocker reported the following:
Dark Sky - Nothing to report, other than the northern lights on view this week. 
Fanners Field - The grass cutting for this year should commence again before the next meeting.
Playground – Noted that the fencing between the gazebo and the play area has never been strengthened as planned, these works should be carried out in the near future when the weather allows.
Trees - The four black poplars that the parish is hosting on behalf of 'Trees for Dorset' will be delivered, in pots, on Jan 31. The cost for the trees is £60.00. Further expense will be required, mesh guards to protect against deer, and stakes will be required for each tree, the cost not to exceed £200 in total. It was agreed to allocate fund to cover the additional cost for protections of the trees.
Cllr Z Ellison-Wright reported on the Village Hall – Village Hall Report
A leaflet was distributed in December to inform residents of plans to establish Compton Abbas and Twyford Social Enterprise (CATSE) as a Charitable Incorporated Enterprise, with the aim of purchasing the Village Hall and refurbishing it to safeguard its future. There will be an update soon (via email, Facebook and noticeboards) and CATSE are happy to be contacted by residents.
A request from a resident of the Parish, asking for permission to erect a safety mirror on the A350.  The Parish Council have not got the powers to authorise this but noted that permission from Dorset Council would not be required if the safety mirror is erected on private property. 
It was also noted that the very kind resident of the Parish who produces the newsletter, does not get any feedback from local residents, expressing their satisfaction with receiving the newsletter, so is considering withdrawing the Newsletter.  The Parish Council expressed how lucky the Parish is to have such a great service for information to the residents and fully support it.

25/39. To receive a report from Dorset Councillor Jane Somper: 
Cllr Jane Somper has produced a detailed report which will be available to view on the Parish Council’s website or a copy obtained by the Clerk.

25/40.  Finance - To agree: Payment Schedule.
The Clerk had circulated the payment schedule for October, November, which was agreed to pay via emails, and tabled the payment schedule and bank reconciliation for December 2025, full details are listed below: 
[image: ] [image: ]
[image: ]

These were ratified by Cllr B Lower and second by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright, all agreed for the payments on all payment schedules that had been paid, the schedules was duly signed Chairman. 
RESOLVED: to pay the payment on the schedules above (25/40 current account)   

       
25/41.  Clerk Report. nothing to report
The Parish Council have received a request for financial support from the Shaftesbury Lido.  The Parish Council felt this service did not benefit the Parish.

25/42.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting. Co-option, C13 closure and others to be confirmed.

At this point the Parish Council continued in private session.  The Parish Clerk officially give her written notice of resignation as from the 29th of May 2026.

       The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th of March 2026 at 6.30 at the Church Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.51

Signed………………………………………………………………………………………

Website address http//: www.comptonabbas.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please
 use this address: clerk@comptonabbas.org.uk
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Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

Alfie Burt  Grass cutting 1395 140.00 £    

N Phillips SO Clerks wages Dec 230.40 £    

Lloyds Bank DD Service Charge 4.25 £         

Window Bright Phone box clean 12.00 £       

Trees for Dorset Trees 60.00 £       

HMRC Paye,tax,ni, 195.41 £    

N Phillips Clerks expenses 44.40 £       

Window Bright Phone box clean Jan 12.00 £       

Dec payment 698.46 £    
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Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

N Phillips Clerk wages Oct 230.40 £    

Cllr Z Ellison-wright re-emburse gazebo 235.98 £    

Lloyds Bank Service charge SEP 4.25 £         

Southern Electic Discount fee 440.51 £    

Window Bright Phone box clean 12.00 £       

Cllr Z Ellison-wright Chirstmas party donation 157.48 £    

Parish On Line Maping service 38.40 £       

Microsoft N Phillips Microsoft sub laptop 104.99 £    

N Phillips Clerks expenses Oct 44.40 £       

HMR Paye/tax/ni/emp ni 195.41 £    

Lloyds Bank service charge Oct 4.25 £         

Alfie Burt  grass cutting 1367 Oct 140.00 £    

Octobers payments 1,608.07 £ 
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Payee Detail

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

N Phillips Clerks wages Nov 230.40        

HMR Paye/tax/ni/emp ni 195.41        

Lloyds Bank service charge 4.25            

Alfie Burt  grass cutting 1381 140.00        

Window Bright Phone box clean 12.00          

N Phillips Clerk expenses Nov 44.40          

BT refund BT refund 93.10 £   

Payments November  626.46 £    


