Compton Abbas Parish Council 	
	
 Compton Abbas Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
COMPTON ABBAS PARISH COUNCIL on the 22nd off October 2025
 6.30PM at Compton Abbas Church Hall
The Minutes are not Verbatim

Present: Cllr R Lower – Chairman, Cllr J Crocker – Vice Chairman, Cllr Z Ellison-Wright and Cllr B Lower
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk) - There were five members of the public and Dorset Councillor Jane Somper.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
						
Public consultation period – the following was raised.
· Confirmation that Dorset Council draft Local Plan will be discussed under agenda item 4.  This was confirmed.
· Suggestion for the Parish to consider looking into other ways of heating their home, rather than using oil and LPG.  This suggestion will be circulated around the village to promote a group to look at other renewable energy sources for the Parish.  Cllr Jane Somper suggested that the resident looks at Dorset Council low carbon website, where support and guidance can be found. https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/low-carbon-dorset
· A member of the public asked for an update on the usage of Twyford Farm (which is owned by Dorset Council).  Cllr Jane Somper reported that Dorset Council are looking for tenants to rent out as a working farm.  It was also noted that the Twyford Farm land has been used for illegal hunting of foxes.  The Clerk will report this matter to Dorset Council asset team, for them to investigate.		              Action - Clerk
· Cllr R Lower was thanked for her work on producing a response on Dorset Councils draft Local Plan, on behalf of the Parish.

25/24.  To receive apologies for absence.
There were none.
 
25/25.  Declaration of interest and dispensations.
There were none.

25/26.   Co-option for new Councillor
There was none present who expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council.

25/27.  Approve the minutes 23rd of July 2025 and matters arising.
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright and seconded by Cllr J Crocker. They were duly signed by the Chairman.
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (25/27 – no budgetary allocations required)
At this point standing orders were removed to allow the public to speak to agenda item 4
Update on DC Local Plan Consultation Response – The Chairman gave a detailed summary of the proposed response to Dorset Council draft Local Plan.  After debate, it was agreed for Chairman to submit the Parish Councils report.  A copy of the report can be obtained by the Clerk.
At this point standing orders were re-instated.
Update on DAPTC Small Parishes Survey – The Chairman reported that DAPTC had sent a survey out for small Parish Councils to complete. This survey is in response to Government policy for Devolution to all English regions and following a report commissioned by DAPTC about what this is likely to mean for Dorset.  The Parish Council have raised have two main points.  Firstly they noted that there might be a substantial reduction in the number of small rural parishes and those that remain would probably be grouped or merged with larger parishes and towns. The Parish Council strongly believe this might lead to fewer people standing for election from isolated and rural communities, resulting in these residents having less of a voice. 
Secondly, unlike Council Tax, town and parish precepts aren't capped. The report recommends that smaller parish precepts should be substantially increased to pay for devolved services and assets in larger parishes and towns. The Parish Council felt it was unreasonable to expect parishioners to pay for services elsewhere that they would get no benefit from.  These responses will be sent to DAPTC.
Update on Dinah's Hollow – the Chairman attended a meeting on Monday 20th October, organised by DC Highways for an update on the Dinah's Hollow works and resultant road closure. It was confirmed that work will commence on 5th January 2026 and is expected to last until December 2026. The official diversion route during this time will be the A350. Representatives attended from all affected parishes on the A350 & C13 along with Ward Councillors Jane Somper and Sherry Jespersen. The need for various mitigation measures was made, particularly with regard to reducing speed. The Parish Council will receive further updates from DC Highways after they hold a Traffic Management Plan meeting next month.
To discuss purchasing a gazebo to donate to the village – It had been agreed to donate 2no gazebo’s for the use of the Parishioners for Village events.  The cost of each gazebo is £119.00 plus vat.  The Clerk will order the gazebo’s.
To discuss the Christmas party – Cllr Z Ellison-wright suggested that the Parish Christmas party should be on the similar bases as the last Christman party.  The date will be confirmed but it has been suggested to hold it after the Carol Service.
Update on speed survey – The Clerk is waiting for a response from Joe Allen, Doret Council road safety officer, to confirm when the speed survey will take place and where a SID (speed indicator device) will be sited.  
The Chairman reported that the speed watch team had reported that from March 2025 to July 2025, 284 vehicles had been recorded speeding, from 45mph to 66mph in a 30mph area. 

25/28.  Planning and tree applications
P/FUL/2025/05501 – Compton Abbas Airfield – siting of tent canopy 3no – no objection, PC requested that it be put up for seasonal use, not all year round.

25/29.  Officers and Chairman’s report including planning.
The Chairman covered majority of her report under other agenda items
Cllr R Lower reported on footpaths: Nothing to report as Permissive path is clear. 
Airfield – There will be an Airfield Consultative Committee meeting on 12th November
Cllr J Crocker reported the following:
Dark Sky - Nothing to report - it was decided to abstain from any activities this winter due to weather affected events in the past influencing public opinion.
Fanners Field - The shed has been cleared out and swept with most of it's contents being disposed of. A new window and door bolt has been fitted. Next spring we should use the available wood preservative to paint it.
Cllr Z Ellison-Wright reported on the Village Hall – The Village Hall is continuing to be used, and events are well attended.

25/30. To receive a report from Dorset Councillor Jane Somper: 
Cllr Jane Somper reported the following:
Partrick, Dorset Council highways officer that covered the Parish, is moving on to another position withing Dorset Council.  Highways departments are interviewing for his replacement.  
Works on Gore clump are scheduled for late November.
Dorset Council will be introducing a new booking system for accessing the recycling centre at Shaftesbury.  More information will be available once Dorset Council release details.

25/31.  Finance - To agree: Payment Schedule.
The Clerk had tabled the proposed budget/precept for 2026-2027.  It was proposed to increase the Parish Council precept from £15000.00 to £15500.00 for 2026-2027. After debate Cllr R Lower proposed for the Parish Council to increase their precept requirement by £500.00 for 2026-2027, this was seconded by Cllr J Crocker, all in favour.
	RESOLVED: to set the Precept for 2026-2027 at £15500.00. (25/31 – Budget/precept)
The Clerk had table the Payment Schedule for July, August and September 2025, full details are listed below: 
[image: ]


These were ratified by Cllr B Lower and second by Cllr Z Ellison-Wright, all agreed for the payments on all payment schedules that had been paid, the schedules was duly signed Chairman. 
RESOLVED: to pay the payment on the schedules above (25/31 current account)   

The Clerk confirmed that Lloyds Bank have changed some of their processes and need the signatories sign new agreements.  Cllr J Croker and Cllr Z Ellison-wright duly signed the necessary forms, and the Chairman authorised the amendments.

       
25/32.  Clerk Report. nothing to report
The Clerk reported that the electric supply for the phone box and bus shelter had been disconnected back in May, but SSE continued to send invoices, as the correct disconnection service was not followed.  This has now been rectified, and SSE will backdate the disconnection to May 2025.  BT had disconnected the line and broadband and the Parish Council received £93.10 refund.  
 
25/33.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting. Co-option, others to be confirmed.

       The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st January 2026 at 6.30 at the Church Hall.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.45

Signed………………………………………………………………………………………

Website address http//: www.comptonabbas.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please
 use this address: clerk@comptonabbas.org.uk
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Payee Detail

VAT 

Included

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

 Cash Book 

Balance 

Lloyds Bank Service charge 4.25             13,851.48 £       

N Phillips Clerks wages July 230.40         13,621.08 £       

Window Bright July Phone box clean 12.00           13,609.08 £       

Alfie Burt  Grass cutting 140.00         13,469.08 £       

N Phillips amazon Solar lights 2.41 £          14.44           13,454.64 £       

N Phillips Clerk expenses July 44.40           13,410.24 £       

HMRC Paye/tax/ni/emp ni July 195.41         13,214.83 £       

Total July 640.90 £    

Payee Detail

VAT 

Included

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

 Cash Book 

Balance 

Lloyds Bank Service charge 4.25 £          13,210.58 £       

N Phillips Clerk wages Aug 230.40 £     12,980.18 £       

Cllr Ellison - Wright remburse printing 34.00 £        12,946.18 £       

Conor Smith Party in the Park 150.00 £     12,796.18 £       

Window Bright aug Phone box clean 12.00 £        12,784.18 £       

Mr & Mrs Brown Operation Fee  21.00 £        12,763.18 £       

BDO LLP External Audit 252.00 £     12,511.18 £       

Alfie Burt  Grass cutting 1325 140.00 £     12,371.18 £       

HMR Paye/tax/ni/emp ni Aug 195.41 £     12,175.77 £       

N Phillips Clerk expenses Aug 44.40 £        12,131.37 £       

Total August 1,083.46 £ 

Payee Detail

VAT 

Included

 Expense 

Amount 

 Receipt 

Amount 

 Cash Book 

Balance 

N Phillips Clerks wages Sep 230.40 £     11,900.97 £       

HMR Paye/tax/ni/emp/ni/aug 195.41 £     11,705.56 £       

Alfie Burt  grass cutting 1325

140.00 £     11,565.56 £       

Window Bright Sep Phone box clean 12.00 £        11,553.56 £       

N Phillips Clerks expenses Sep 44.40 £        11,509.16 £       

Dorset Council Precept 7,500.00 £        19,009.16 £       

HMR Vat return 3,205.46 £        22,214.62 £       

Viking direct stationery 73.64 £        22,140.98 £       

Total September 695.85 £    


