Compton Abbas Parish Council

Grant and donation policy to replace the existing policy adopted on March 2019
				
1. Purpose - The purpose of this policy is to establish clear criteria and a transparent process for awarding grants to community groups and organizations that benefit the residents of the Parish. This policy ensures fairness, accountability, and efficient use of public funds. 
2. Scope -  This policy applies to all grant applications submitted to the Parish Council. Grants may be awarded for projects, events, or initiatives that align with the Parish Council’s objectives and provide measurable benefits to the local community.
 3. Eligibility Criteria  Applicants must meet the following criteria to be eligible for a grant: 
• Be a non-profit organization, registered charity, community group, or an individual acting on behalf of such groups.
• Demonstrate that the project or activity provides a clear and measurable benefit to the Parish and its residents. 
• Operate within the geographical boundaries of the Parish or demonstrate direct benefits to the Parish community.
• Not have received a grant from the Parish Council in the same financial year unless exceptional circumstances apply.
• Submit a completed application form along with all required supporting documentation. 
4. Types of Projects Supported  
 The Parish Council may consider awarding grants for: 
• Community events or activities that promote inclusion and engagement. 
• Environmental improvements, including conservation projects and green initiatives.
 	• Cultural, recreational, or educational programmes and initiatives. 
• Capital projects, such as purchasing equipment or improving facilities, that benefit the Parish community.
 • Any other projects that align with the Parish Council’s strategic priorities and objectives. 
5. Exclusions The Parish Council will not award grants for: 
• Projects that promote political or religious views. 
• Retrospective funding for projects that have already been completed. 
6. Application Process  
Applicants must follow these steps: 
· Complete the Parish Council Grant Application Form or written request providing: 
· A detailed description of the project or activity. 
· A full breakdown of costs and the amount requested. 
· Copies of recent financial statements or a project-specific budget plan if applicable. 
· Evidence of other funding sources or fundraising efforts if applicable
· Ensure all applications are complete, as incomplete submissions will not be considered. 
·  The Clerk to the Council will acknowledge receipt of all applications. 
7. Decision-Making Process 
1. Applications will be reviewed by the Parish Council during a full Council meeting.
 2. Decisions will be based on the following criteria: 
· Alignment with the Parish Council’s priorities. 
·  The demonstrated benefit to the community. 
· Value for money and efficient use of funds. o Availability of funds within the Council’s budget. 
3. The Parish Council’s decision is final. Feedback will be provided to unsuccessful applicants upon request. 
8. Conditions of Grant,  recipients are required to:
 • Use the funding solely for the purposes outlined in their application. 
• Return any unspent funds to the Parish Council promptly. 
• Acknowledge the Parish Council’s support in any promotional materials, publications, or events related to the project. 
Recipients may also be required to: 
• Provide progress updates to the Parish Council upon request.
• Submit a final report detailing the outcomes of the project, along with evidence of expenditure. The Parish Council reserves the right to recover funds if the grant conditions are not met or if funds are misused.
 9. Monitoring and Review 
• This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains relevant, effective, and aligned with the Parish Council’s objectives. 
10. Contact Information  
For further details or to request an application form, please contact the Clerk to the Council.
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